Homework for lesson 4 -  Psychology A level 2015 – 2017 – Research Methods
Experimental design:
Please answer the following questions from the resources providedNB: It’s really important that you do not get types of experiment (laboratory, field, natural, quasi) and experimental design (independent groups, repeated measures, matched-pairs) confused. 

1) What is meant by experimental design?


2) Define what is meant by:

a) Independent groups design



b) Repeated measures design



c) Matched-pairs design

3) Match the example with the correct term by drawing a line from the example to the correct term
	Depressed patients were assigned to receive either cognitive therapy or behaviour therapy for a 12 week period. A standardised test for depression was administered and participants were paired on the severity of their symptoms.
	


	

Repeated measures design

	
A researcher randomly assigned student volunteers to two conditions. Those in condition 1 attempted to recall a list of words that were organised into meaningful categories; those in condition 2 attempted to recall the same words, randomly grouped on the page.
	
	


Matched pairs design


	
To investigate whether students are more alert in the morning than in the afternoon, each student is given a hazard perception test before school, and again at the end of the school day.

	
	


Independent groups design



4) Give some of your own examples of what characteristics participants could be matched on in a matched pairs design (example, age)


5) What is the biggest issue for:

a) An independent groups design?

b) A repeated measures design?



6) What two issues occur with a matched pairs design?

7) What is counterbalancing? 


Populations and samples

1) What is meant as ‘the population’?


2) What is referred to as the ‘target population’?


3) Why is it not usually possible to study all the people in ‘the population’?


4) What is meant by ‘the sample’?


5) Fill in this table below
	Brief Definition
	One Positive Evaluation
	One Negative Evaluation

	Random Sample




	
	

	Systematic Sample




	
	

	Stratified Sample




	
	

	Opportunity Sample




	
	

	Volunteer Sample




	
	




Ethical Issues in Psychological Research:
1) When do ethical issues arise in Psychology?

2) From the text, give examples of questions researchers ask themselves about ethical concerns in psychological research


3) Who are the BPS?

4) Fill in the tables below

	A: Ethical issues in Psychological Research

	Informed Consent











	Deception

	Protection from harm










	Privacy and confidentiality



	B: Ways of Dealing with Ethical Issues in Psychological Research

	BPS code of conduct










	Dealing with informed consent

	Debriefing










	Dealing with confidentiality
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Participants have the right to control information about themselves. This is the right of privacy. If this is invaded then confidentiality should be protected. Confidentiality refers to our right, enshrined in law under the Data Protection Act, to have any personal data protected. The right to privacy extends to the area where the study took place such that institutions or geographical locations are not named.
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